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 To support the mission of  WSU and enrich the campus community as well as the lives of  retired staff, faculty and 
administration by providing institutional connections between the University and retirees who may wish to continue their 
intellectual and social participation in collegial life and service to the University.
Jess
 I’m having such a hard time starting this report, because 
where can I even begin? COVID-19 has upended every aspect 
of  our lives. Things have been so abnormal for the past five 
months that it’s become difficult to imagine what life will be 
like when we do get back to a state of  “normalcy.” I can say 
with certainty that Nancy and I miss you terribly. I’m sure you 
have heard that WSU will be opening in the fall for online and 
in-person classes. A lot of  people have been working diligently 
this summer to ensure that we are as prepared as we can be 
when students return. I know many of  you have been able to 
participate in the informational All-University COVID-19 
forums via Zoom over the summer. The next forum will be 
held on Wednesday, August 5th. I will send the details via email 
as soon as I have them. WSU has also created a comprehensive 
COVID-19 site on the main website. You can check it out here: 
https://www.winona.edu/emergency/health-alert.asp
 Even though WSU is opening, many employees will con-
tinue to telework through the fall semester. Nancy and I are 
among them. It isn’t safe to reopen our office yet. Retirees are a 
vulnerable group, and it is important for you to remain as safe 
as possible. Access to campus (i.e Krueger library, the Wellness 
Center, etc.) will slowly increase throughout the fall semester 
depending on how things go. As you know, this is a dynamic, 
ever-changing situation, and it is impossible to predict what is 
going to happen. Nancy and I will keep you as informed and 
up-to-date as we can. We do have your 2020-21 parking permits 
and we will be distributing them by mail this year (see p. 9 for 
details).
 One of  the bright spots for me this spring was hearing 
from so many retirees about their “lives in quarantine.” I hope 
you enjoyed reading those 26 stories as much as I did. I was 
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honored to share them with you. I 
received one more story after sending out 
the last volume, and I have included it in 
this newsletter (see page 2). It is from 
Peggy and JamieAnn Meyers. I am sending 
love and good thoughts to both of  them as 
JamieAnn deals with her very difficult diagnosis. 
I thank them for allowing me to share their story with you here. 
 Our launch of  Senior University Lite courses this past spring 
was another high point for me. We had amazing participation in 
the classes, and it was wonderful to connect with retirees all across 
the country (and the world!). For the first time, I was able to see 
retirees who I only knew by name. It was exciting and it made me 
feel very connected. I’m hoping the excitement will continue this 
fall with our line-up of  Senior U Lite and full-length Senior U 
courses. The classes are going to be great! We have transitioned all 
Senior U courses to Zoom for this semester (see p. 4 for details).
 The Retiree Center sent a COVID-19 Needs Survey to all 
retirees this past April. Thank you to those who took the time to 
complete the survey online or on paper. The goal of  the survey 
was to learn what kind of  support retirees were looking for during 
the pandemic. Part of  the survey dealt with offering to set up a 
weekly wellness call for retirees through a phone-tree system. I am 
happy to report that many retirees offered to make calls to those 
in need, but no one shared a need to receive a wellness call. Many 
of  you indicated that you already have regular calls and Zoom 
meetings with family and friends. It was reaffirming to hear that 
you are continuing to thrive and take good care of  yourselves. I 
wish you all continued blessings through the Fall. I can’t wait until 
we can be together in person again!
Celebrating Our 15th Year!
Peggy and JamieAnn’s quarantine story began 
in happiness and good health on March 13, 
with lots of hope and plans for catching up 
on unfinished tasks at home. Sadly, since June 
12 it has morphed into a story of uncertainty, 
illness and grieving.
Our day always begins on our living room 
sofa with morning coffee and parallel play on 
our devices.  Then the usual housework and 
outdoor work including weeding flower beds, 
mowing, and stripping and preparing our 
deck for refinishing have kept us busy. Peggy 
also spends hours and hours doing miniature 
stitching for two commissions that need to be completed by year-end. 
We’ve enjoyed Zoom calls with family, neighborhood walks during which JamieAnn plays 
PokemonGo, and occasional take-out lunches while eating in our car on the levee. We only shop 
for groceries at 2 to 3 week intervals. Quarantine has allowed us to save considerable money on gas 
and shopping. We hope to continue these new habits for saving once the pandemic ends. 
In late May we celebrated three family birthdays on one weekend in the Cities. Since then we’ve 
also enjoyed several more Cities visits including family cookouts in our son’s garage in Brooklyn 
Park and a drive-in service at their church. Our daughter hosted us at a July 4 family cookout at 
her home in St Paul.  We’ve also shared carry-out social-distancing outdoor take-out suppers at 
WillowBrook with our dear friends John Donovan and Margaret Bolan.  We’ve really missed not 
having our weekly/biweekly three-hour suppers with them at Culvers!
Now our focus has changed. Family and friends 
have become a special source of strength and 
support since June 12 when JamieAnn received a 
preliminary medical diagnosis of ALS. That changed 
everything and she now moves about with difficulty 
and walks with a cane and walker. Her occasional 
falls alarm both of us. We were devastated by the di-
agnosis and are still in the early stages of grief.  Trips 
to JamieAnn’s neurological/ALS team at Gunder-
sen Clinic in La Crosse have occupied part of our 
time, and we both expend a lot of emotional energy 
dealing with what feels like a death sentence for her. 
Daily infusions of radicava, an ALS medication, will 
begin August 24 in hopes of slowing the progression 
of this horribly debilitating disease. Meanwhile 
every day brings new challenges and frustration 
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Peggy & JamieAnn Meyers
          My Life in Quarantine
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Travel/Day Trip Opportunities for 2021
Note:  These opportunities are subject to postponement/cancellation due to COVID-19
NEW ORLEANS & CAJUN COUNTRY
• 7-day trip leaving March 21, 2021 - $2699 per person
• 3 nights in the French Quarter
• French Quarter Tour & New Orleans City Tour
• Steamboat Natchez Cruise
• Café du Monde & Court of Two Sisters Dinner
• New Orleans School of Cooking
• Longue View Gardens & House
• Garden District & Bayou Cruise
• Natchez Area Tour & Dinner at Antebellum Mansion
• Jean Lafitte Cultural Center
• Tabasco Factory, Avery Island
• Point Breaux’s Dinner
NOVA SCOTIA & THE CANADIAN MARITIMES 
•  9-day trip leaving Spetember 9, 2021 - $3379 per person
•  Halifax City Tour & Peggy’s Cove
• Alexander Graham Bell Museum
• Baddeck & Cabot Trail
• Cape Breton National Park
• Prince Edward Island Tour
• Charlottetown (Prince Edward Island)
• Green Gables Farmhouse
• Hopewell Rocks &Bay of Fundy
• Lunenburg Walking Tour
• College of Piping
• Multi-Night Stays in Baddeck, Charlottetown & Halifax
RETIREE CENTER DAY TRIP TO SEE HAMILTON 
SAVE THE DATE!
WHAT: Hamilton at the Orpheum Theater in Minneapolis, MN
DATE: Tuesday, August 17, 2021 
TIME: 7:30 p.m. performance
The Winona State University Retiree Center is excited to have procured 50 
tickets to see Hamilton during its run at the Orpheum Theater in Minneapolis 
in August 2021.  We have great main-floor seats for the show! Hamilton was 
originally scheduled to be performed at the Orpheum Theater in Fall 2020 but 
had to be postponed due to COVID-19.  More details about this day trip will 
be available when we begin taking registrations in early 2021.  We are sorry 
that we cannot hold spaces until registration opens.
We hope you will be able to join us!
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As you can see, we have a great line-up of  online classes for Fall.  
In response to COVID-19 and the need to reduce in-person
meetings and events, all Senior University and Senior
University Lite courses will be held online via Zoom in Fall 2020. 
We hope this means that some of  you who don’t live in or around 
Winona and can’t normally participate in our Senior 
University courses will decide to give it a try this semester!
Registration will open soon!
senior  university  fall 2020
Senior University Lite:
Minnesota Marine Art Museum:




Senior University Lite: 
More Zoom Tips & Tricks


























October 15, 22, 29
November 5
2:00 -4:00 p.m. 
$40.00
Election 2020 Instructor:Jim Bromeland
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WSU Announces New Appointments
Darrell Newton
           Marianne Collins
Initially published on Winona State University News 
Darrell Newton has joined Winona State University as Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
effective July 6, 2020.
Newton relayed his excitement at becoming part of the Winona State community, “To say that I am grate-
ful for the opportunity to serve as Provost here at Winona State is a major understatement. Throughout 
my days as an adjunct lecturer, and on to full professor; from a department chair to an associate dean and 
later an associate vice-chancellor, I have endeavored to not only become a well-rounded academician but 
a reliable, dependable leader. I deeply respect the shared governance process at WSU and stand ready to 
work closely with President Olson in supporting our students, faculty, and staff.”
Newton comes to WSU from the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, where he has served since 2017 as 
Associate Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs and Dean of Graduate Studies. Previous positions include 
Associate Dean for The Fulton School of Liberal Arts and Department Chair of Communication Studies at Salisbury University. He has 
also initiated and chaired multiple student learning initiatives.
Newton earned his Ph.D. and master’s degree in Communication Arts from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Additionally, he 
received a master’s degree in English as well as his bachelor’s degree in Mass Communications from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.
“Dr. Newton brings valued expertise to Winona State University,” says WSU President Scott Olson. “His student-centered approach and 
experience in leadership will help propel Winona State academics to the next level, providing our students with a superior education. We 
are looking forward to welcoming him to campus in July.”
Newton replaces Dr. Edward “Ted” Reilly, who has served as Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs since July 2019. 
According to Olson, “Dr. Reilly has provided valuable leadership and smooth continuity during a period of transition for the University. 
We are grateful for his steady and continued service to WSU.”
Winona State University announces the appointment of Marianne Collins as Interim Dean of the 
College of Business, effective Jan. 21, 2020.
Prior to this appointment, Collins served as a professor in Winona State’s Marketing Department 
for 11 years, serving as chair since 2017. She assumes leadership of the College of Business from 
previous dean, Hamid Akbari, who held the position from 2014-2020.
“We are pleased to announce the appointment of Marianne Collins as the Interim Dean of the 
College of Business,” said Dr. Edward “Ted” Reilly, Interim Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs. “Her strong connections to the college’s many external constituents, excellent 
rapport with colleagues and students, and strong business background position her well to con-
tinue the college’s forward momentum initiated by Dean Akbari.”
An active faculty member and scholar, Collins has successfully led the WSU Sales Team, was selected in 2019 as the 
Create Your More faculty advisor by the students in the College of Business, and has published articles in a variety of jour-
nals including the Journal of Business and Behavioral Sciences, Journal of Critical Incidents, Journal of Instructional 
Pedagogies, and Journal of Brand Management, among others. She holds an M.P.A from Harvard University and B.S. from 
Colorado State University.
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Guest Columnist: David Robinson
The movie theaters are still closed, with some chains struggling for life. Into the gap have rushed Netflix, Amazon, Hulu, 
Disney (of course!), and I don’t know how many other would be cinema suppliers. What once were termed “TV movies” are, 
let’s say, uneven in quality. I know that for sure, having wasted far too many hours watching what turned out to be really dumb 
flicks in various languages.
So what’s a reviewer to do? My unorthodox response is to write a preview of some movies that I absolutely know to be good 
even though (because?) they are over 75 years old—the same vintage as your aging correspondent—mostly in black and white, 
and feature filmplays written, in some instances, on the day of the shooting.
I was set to teach a class for my fellow retirees this fall when the virus intervened, as it has in so many vastly more important 
ventures. Undaunted, I’m hoping to offer it next spring, the gods and WSU willing. It will be titled “Bogie: A Star is Made,” 
and will examine the career of Humphrey Bogart in the context of the dead-and-not-mourned “studio system”which prevailed 
for roughly three decades as the chief production source of American movies. 
The course aims to trace the development of the remarkable, instantly recognizable  screen persona nicknamed “Bogie” by 
looking at five films released during the most fruitful period of an acting career that spanned nearly four decades. All five 
appeared from 1941 through 1954: they demonstrate his growth as a film actor from his first starring role to one of his last. 
In chronological order they are The Maltese Falcon, Casablanca, The Treasure of Sierra Madre, The African Queen, and The 
Caine Mutiny. No textbooks required, though I will use the definitive biography, Bogart by A.M. Sperber and Eric Lax, as a 
sourcebook to establish briefly the contexts—personal, cinematic, and historical—for each film. Discussion following each 
showing will focus on the establishment and development of Bogart’s screen persona.
I taught a course on film comedy for the Senior University shortly after I retired, and it was one my all time favorites, with 
some of my very best and liveliest (not to mention oldest) students ever.  So I’m looking forward to this one, whatever the cir-
cumstances. (Who knows if we will still be masked up and socially distanced by then?) The quality of the material is well-es-
tablished, that of the instructor to be determined. Popcorn not provided, but if you are sneaking in candy bring enough to 
share. And, of course, wash your hands.
                      Casablanca                      Treasure of the Sierra Madre       The African Queen 
Spring 2021 Senior U Teaser: Bogie: A Star is Made
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Winona State University Common Book Project will feature Undocumented: A Dominican Boy’s 
Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League by Dr. Dan-El Padilla Peralta as its 2020-21 
common book.
Published in 2016, “Undocumented” is the memoir of Dr. Dan-El Padilla Peralta, who immi-
grated to the United States with his family from Santa Domingo when he was four. When their 
temporary visa lapsed, Dan-El’s mother chose to stay in the United States with Dan-El and his 
younger brother. Despite facing homelessness and having to navigate the very different worlds of 
East Harlem and private schools, Dan-El excelled academically, going on to become an Associate 
Professor of Classics at Princeton University.
His coming of age memoir sets the debates and discussions about immigration, education, and 
housing insecurity inside the lives of his individual family members and humanizes some of the 
most important policy issues of our time. The writing is engaging and thoughtful, at times funny, 
and always honest. 
Common Book events for this fall will take place on October 12, 2020 and will include two virtual 
events with Dr. Padilla Peralta.  The first event is a panel discussion centering around Housing Insecurity and Educational Out-
comes and will take place from 3-4 p.m.  The second virtual event is a keynote from Dr. Padilla Peralta where he will discuss the 
book and will also tackle current U.S. Immigration policies.  This event will take place at 7:00 p.m.  More information can be found 
at winona.edu/commonbook/events.asp.  Attending these events would be wonderful ways to prepare for both our Poverty & U.S. 
Immigration Senior University courses happening this fall. 
WSU Selects Common Book for 2020-2021
Initially published on Winona State University News 
Learning Club Offers Free Renewals/Memberships in 2020-21
Just like so many other organizations, the Winona Learning Club has moved their programs 
and presentations into an online format for the remainder of 2020 and likely will continue to 
do so for at least the first part of 2021. This means that people from around the country who 
haven’t normally been able to participate in Learning Club programs can now do so.  
Many WSU retirees have been members of the Learning Club for many years.  Even though 
the Winona Learning Club normally asks members to renew their memberships at the annual 
August Open House, this year they are automatically renewing the yearly memberships of all 
160+ members and waiving the $20 membership fee for them.  They are also waiving the fee 
this year for anyone who would like to join as a new member.
You are welcome to join the Learning Club this year at no cost.  If you are interested in joining 
for this year, please just email the Retiree Center at retiree@winona.edu and we will get you 
added to the roster.  They have several interesting programs set up for the fall.  Once you are 
added to the roster, you will receive emails from the Retiree Center with information about the 
programs along with the Zoom meeting IDs and passwords.  
 Please take advantage of this generous offer if you are interested!
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Two Retirees - Two New Books
   Emilio DeGraziA             
In this collection of poems entirely about trees Emilio DeGrazia erases the sharp lines 
that divide person from thing, and science from poetry. Those “green things standing in 
the way” have secret lives, strange silent powers, and ancient legendary histories. And 
today they are crucially important creations full of wonders wide-eyed scientists are 
trying to tell us about. 
    Kent Cowgill                 
A new book written by retired WSU faculty member Kent Cowgill has just been pub-
lished.  PurebRED: Confessions and Obsessions of a Nebraska Husker Superfan inter-
weaves memorable experiences in the author’s life with the dynamic ways they have been 
impacted by a lifelong passion for Nebraska football.  The book provides an inside look 
at the private, often quirky life of a Winona State English professor, from his childhood 
on the Nebraska prairie through thirty eventful years in the lovely town on the banks of 
the Mississippi River that he has long called home.
Cowgill’s previous work includes an outdoor story collection, Raising Hackles on the 
Hattie’s Fork, published by the Atlantic Monthly Press in New York City; the comic 
novel The Cranberry Trail, whose characters are drawn from his favorite literary work, 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales; a book of short stories on fly-fishing, Sunlit Riffles and 
Shadowed Runs, from the University of Wisconsin Press; and the travel memoir Back in 
Time: Echoes of a Vanished America in the Heart of France.  In 2010 and 2015, Cowgill 
received the Robert Traver Award from Fly Rod & Reel magazine for “a distinguished 
work of literary fiction.”
PureBRED is available online through Amazon, at Barnes & Noble bookstores, and 
locally at Paperbacks and Pieces on Mankato Avenue.  To contact Kent via email: 
kcowgill@winona.edu
From Publisher: Concierge History
Emilio DeGrazia’s marvelous new collection of poems, What Trees 
Know is a compendious guide to the life of trees. It explores why trees 
know what they know, what makes trees so dear to us, and how they 
teach us simply by occupying a place on earth.
“You may never know, “ the aspens whisper
    “What you may learn from us today”
  As it turns out, what trees know is just about everything, and they cer-
tainly picked the right poet to speak for them.  Emilio DeGrazia is, at 
heart, a teacher, one whose very nature is to lead others in an 
ever-expanding quest for knowledge, and as in all great quests, he ends 
up where he began - with family, nature and wisdom that comes from 
the heart.
   -Joyce Stephen, Minnesota Poet Laureate and
    author of Carrying Water to the Field
From the book jacket
 [From Jess:  I will be purchasing several copies of each of these books to have on hand at the Retiree Center.  
 Once the Retiree Center reopens, I will invite retirees to stop in and borrow the books.]
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Retiree News & Notes
2020-2021 retiree parking permits are now available. Due to COVID-19, we are unable to hand out the permits at 
the Retiree Center office, but we will mail permits by request. You may not have a real use for the permit this fall, 
but hopefully the campus will be more open in the spring. To request a permit, please email the Retiree Center:
retiree@winona.edu. Include your name, current mailing address and license plate number/State of Issuance. 
Retirees with parking permits can PARK ANYWHERE on campus. This includes all gold and silver lots. This is a 
fantastic benefit for you, but you do need to make sure to get a new permit each year...you may be ticketed if your 
car is displaying an expired permit.  
From the book jacket
Tim Hatfield’s Beatlemania!
WSU Retiree Tim Hatfield has been a Beatles superfan 
since 1963.  He remembers buying his first Beatles album 
as a freshman in college and gathering with about twenty 
other students in his dorm to watch the Beatles debut on 
the Ed Sullivan Show in 1964. He was even lucky enough 
to catch two Beatles concerts at the Cincinnati 
Garden (1964 & 1966).  
Last year, his love of the band led him to research and write 
THE definitive article on the Abbey Road Medley titled
“The Abbey Road Medley at 50: A Perfect Goodbye.” Tim 
has always favored the medley and he believes that it 
perfectly encapsulates the entire Beatles oeuvre. 
Tim submitted the article to Beatlefan, the world’s biggest Beatle fan magazine, and they printed an excerpted 
version of the article in February 2020.  They also printed the complete article including academic notes and 
references on their Something New blog, also in February 2020. Here is a link to the complete article on the 
Something New blogsite: https://beatlefansomethingnew.wordpress.com/2020/02/
The article is a must-read for all Beatles fans!
Since the time the article was published, Tim has continued to inspire me and many others with his daily emails 
entitled, “Beatles Uplift of the Day During the Time of Corona Virus.” He has sent an email every day since 
March 25, 2020.  Today’s email was the 126th of the series.  In these emails, Tim gives some well-researched 
background on the chosen Beatles song of the day and touches on how the song ties in to what is going on in the 
world today.  He also provides a link to each song, so you can listen while you read. I look forward to getting this 
email first thing in the morning each day. It truly is a daily uplift! I’m hoping he decides to turn the whole thing 
into a book when all is said and done.
I’m sure Tim would be happy to add you to his ever-growing email distribution list.  If you’re interested in 
receiving the emails going forward, send him a quick note at: thatfield@winona.edu




Wednesday, August 5, 2020
2:00-3:30 p.m.
Details will be sent via email
WSU Classes Start




Begins Wednesday, September 9, 2020
August
Senior U Lite Courses
More Zoom Tips and Tricks
Ken Graetz
Tuesday, September 8, 2020
Minnesota Marine Art Museum
Virtual Tour of Temporary Exhibitions
Heather Casper & Dave Casey
Tuesday, September 15, 2020
See p. 4 for details
Learning Club Program
Camp Algona with Jerry Yocum
Monday, August 10, 2020
10:00 a.m.
Details will be emailed to LC members
See p. 7 to learn how to become a member
Medicare/Insurance Zoom
A WSU Retiree Conversation
Tuesday, August 11, 2020
Details will be sent via email
A Century of Civic Engagement Exhibit
League of Women Voters
Winona County History Center
September 1 - October 31
WSU Family Weekend
September 19-20, 2020
    CALENDAR
Retiree Parking Permits Mailed
Throughout the month of August


















Tuesday, November 3, 2020
Minnesota Marine Art Museum
Greg DeGrace: Driftless
October 2, 2020 - January 10, 2021
WSU COMMON BOOK EVENTS
Monday, October 12, 2020
Several events throughout the day
See page 7 for details
Hamilton Day Trip
Tuesday, August 17, 2021




Begins Thursday, October 15, 2020
• Athletic Events: Free admission to regular scheduled campus athletic events
• Teaching, Learning and Technology Services: Free campus offered classes when space available 
• Free WSU retiree e-mail  
• WSU Fitness Center access at employee rate
• Free Notary Public services
• Free parking pass for all lots, must renew each year
• 15% discount on clothing and WSU gifts at bookstore, no books
• Computer, printer, fax and copy access in the Retiree Center
• Student tech consultations 12
e
We honor and mourn our University 
colleagues who have recently died. 
We recognize the richness of each life, 
the gifts these members have brought to 
many and the loss felt by 
family and friends. 
in memoriam
the perks of being a wsu retiree
Jane Palokangas
Career Services
January 30, 2020
Donald Bender
Facilities
March 23, 2020
Joyce Locks
HPER
June 4, 2020
Robert Hungerford
Music
June 1, 2020
Dorothy Chuchna
Student Affairs
May 31, 2020
Patty Verdick
English
May 18, 2020
Roy Wilsey
Business Office
April 14, 2020
Michael Spande
Facilities
March 17, 2020
